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Join me as a member
of The 749 Fund
My time as a Commonwealth War Graves Commissioner
is a part of my life that I will cherish forever.
The 23,000 cemeteries which the Commission maintains
in 154 countries are a wonderful memorial to 1.7 million
men and women who died in the two World Wars, each
beautifully presented and conveying an incredible sense of
peace and order.
Our WW1 Memorial is equally emotive but quite different.
The Mem Hall is an integral part of the life of the College
– in daily use and thus busy, and often crowded. Primarily it
commemorates the 749 Marlburians who died in The Great
War, but it also recognises WW2 casualties, as well as all the
Marlburian holders of the Victoria and George Crosses.
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There is, however, no doubt that the Mem Hall is now in
need of refurbishment. The facilities needed for the events
that it should stage no longer meet modern-day standards.
This publication is an invitation to join me as a member of
The 749 Fund, helping to raise the required amount to upgrade
the Memorial Hall so that it continues to play a significant role in
the lives of Marlburians for generations to come.

Paul Orchard-Lisle CBE TD DL (SU 1952-56)
Chairman of Council 2001-06
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Ensure their legacy lives on

Shell pupils have designed and made remembrance
crosses to mark each of the fallen soldiers.

I can recall the frequent occasions that I sat in the Mem Hall
to watch films and plays, as well as taking part in assemblies
and Prize Days.
I suspect, the reason why the building was first
commissioned probably escaped me at that time.
The 749 Old Marlburians who died during the
First World War, whose names adorn the walls
of the building, were but names; there was no real
connection to the past.
100 years on, we now have an opportunity to ensure
that the legacy of these men lives on and is properly
remembered. As a serving Army officer with experience
from more recent campaigns, I know how important
it is for families, friends and comrades-in-arms to know
that their loved one’s deeds and sacrifice have not
been forgotten.
With your support, we now have the opportunity to
ensure that the Mem Hall is once again a fitting tribute
to the heroism, patriotism, courage and sacrifice of
the 749. By supporting this important project, you can
help ensure that their legacy will live on.

Lieutenant General John G Lorimer DSO MBE (C1 1976-81)
Current parent and Member of Council
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Remember

Here in fact is a holy precinct. The Chapel
on its mound, the quiet garden, the empty
space of the great brick forecourt, the
Memorial Hall itself, all combine for one
purpose. They are monuments to youth
not death.

“

“Seven great windows of the auditorium
mark the passage of the sun, like some great
sundial throughout the day… with stone
panels above the main doors… left blank
to give a hint of silence and solemnity.”

(Architectural Review, 1925)

The Memorial Hall is the College’s principal memorial to the 749 men who
gave their lives in the Great War. Designed by the architect W G Newton
(C1 1899-1904), the son of the famous Arts and Crafts architect Ernest
Newton,William went on to become a pioneer of the Modern Movement
in architecture.
This classically-inspired building was designed as an expression of restraint,
not to clash with or to challenge the dominating Gothic Chapel. Its setting
is a designed poetic landscape with cherry trees at the back, an approach
through a rose garden and pergola with ancient Greek motto about the
glorious dead, a pool of remembrance in front, and the view to the setting
sun in the west left open.
Originally the only lettering was the word “Remember” over the inner doors
to the auditorium. Restraint continues inside with large hanging curtains and
a cork-floored ambulatory from which to contemplate silently the names
of the dead, arranged simply, alphabetically and with a kind of democracy.
The Memorial Hall is a fine example of the stripped classicism that was
favoured after the First War, a visual call to order after the chaos caused by
the conflict. The building is reminiscent of the sort of architecture found in
American universities at this time and, as Nikolaus Pevsner observed, with
Newton’s neighbouring laboratories, it speaks volumes about the changing
world between the Wars.
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”

Clare Russell (CR 1980 -)
Honorary Archivist Marlborough College
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In Memoriam

Harold
William Roseveare

Sidney
Clayton Woodroffe VC

Charles
Hamilton Sorley

Edward
Kinder Bradbury VC

Harold Roseveare was a model school hero who had left
Marlborough in July 1914 as Senior Prefect and Cadet Captain
of the OTC. Within 10 days he was in France and wrote
in September to the school:

Sidney Woodroffe did not finish his last year but left in
December 1914 to take up a commission in the 8th Rifle
Brigade. He went to France in May 1915, and two months later
was killed in action. He was posthumously awarded the
Victoria Cross for his great gallantry.

Captain Charles Hamilton Sorley was killed in action in 1915,
aged 20. His poems, many of which had appeared in
The Marlburian, were published after his death in January
1916, under the title of “Marlborough and other Poems”.

During the retreat from Mons in August 1914, Captain Bradbury,
of the Royal Horse Artillery, was amongst a group of British forces
that underwent a devastating attack by the Germans.

(B3 1908-14)

“I am now in a trench about 500 yards from goodness knows
how many Germans… Shells whistle harmlessly overhead and
some burst unpleasantly near our trenches.”
Three days after writing he was shot in the chest leading an attack
on a machine gun. His obituary in the school magazine was
written by his successor as Head Boy, Sidney Woodroffe (see right):
“We knew he would manage to be in the thick of it (that was
always his way)… The news of his death here brought tears to the
eyes of all the many masters and boys who knew him.”
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(B1 1908-14)

A letter to Woodroffe’s father, who lost two of Sidney’s
brothers later in the War, says:
“Your youngest son was killed in action at Hooge and your
eldest son was badly wounded, almost at the same time…
Your younger boy was simply one of the bravest of the
brave and the work he did that day will stand out as
a record hard to beat… He was killed at the Front, in the open,
cutting the wire to enable the attack to be continued.
He risked his life for others right through the day and finally
gave it for the sake of his men.”

(C1 1908-13)

“When you see millions of the mouthless dead
Across your dreams in pale battalions go,
Say not soft things as other men have said,
That you’ll remember. For you need not so…
Give them not praise. For, deaf, how should they know
It is not curses heaped on each gashed head?
Nor tears. Their blind eyes see not your tears flow.
Nor honour. It is easy to be dead.”
(Abridged from Sonnet XXVII, written in 1915 whilst
at the Front and found in his kit bag after his death.)

(SU 1894-98)

Caught unawares, the men instinctively took cover. Bradbury took
charge bringing out three guns against the German twelve.
Soon only one British gun remained, commanded by Bradbury,
but his fire was so accurate all the German guns focussed on it, enabling
other regiments to organise themselves for a counter attack.
During the onslaught, Bradbury had one leg shot off below the hip,
and the other below the knee. At this point he was rescued
and taken to the first aid post where, knowing that nothing could
be done for him, he asked to be taken inside the cemetery walls so
that the other wounded should not witness his agony.
Bradbury was awarded the VC.
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Performance

We need to re-open the Mem Hall
for drama productions.

“

The Performing Arts at Marlborough enjoy a long and distinguished
tradition of excellence. There can be few Marlburian musicians, actors or
dancers, past or present, that cannot recall a memorable performance
to a packed and expectant Mem Hall audience: the much loved House
Shout competitions, student-led Illumination performances, the Penny
Reading and the professional Marlborough College Concert Series,
including live BBC broadcasts, to name but a few notable examples.
One hundred years of constant use (in all forms) of our beloved
Mem Hall have, however, taken their toll on this historic setting and it
is vital that, in order for the building to continue to offer an enriching
experience for both performer and audience, we address issues of safety,
comfort of facilities (both back stage and front of house), adequate and
proper lighting, recording facilities, decoration and acoustic considerations.
We can then ensure that those remarkable traditions, be they musical
or otherwise, can be nurtured, fostered and cherished for the next 100
years of Marlborough College and beyond.
Philip Dukes (CR 2008-)
Artistic Director and International Viola Soloist FGSM, HonARAM

”
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“

Every gesture we make conveys some message,
either consciously or subconsciously.

Jack Whitehall (B1 2001-06) who started his career
on the Mem Hall stage, here performing in the
“Black Comedy” play which he also produced.

I learnt that, aged 15, sitting in the Mem Hall
listening to Desmond Morris, author of
‘Manwatching’. Then we had Yevgeny
Yevtushenko, the dissident Russian poet, telling
us about the grim realities of life in the Soviet
Union during those Cold War days.

Finally, in the Sixth Form, it was my turn to tread the boards.
Learning a 1000-line part for a school play and performing it in
front of hundreds of your peers was terrifying. Broadcasting live
on TV is a walk in the park by comparison! But for me, the discipline
and training it required are still paying off. Thanks to the Mem Hall,
I never use notes when public speaking. It was, is, and hopefully
always will be a great institution that has played a bigger part in
our lives than any of us knew at the time.

”

Frank Gardner OBE TD, (Littlefield 1974-79)
BBC Security Correspondent

“

As a pupil I saw the Mem Hall in many
different lights; in a single day it could be
transformed from an assembly hall to a
lecture theatre or a concert stage.

“

The value of a great performance
venue cannot be underestimated.
Over the years, I have had the privilege
of performing on a number of
occasions at the Memorial Hall.

With such fine acoustics, particularly
for Chamber Music, it offers a genuinely
rewarding experience as one of Wiltshire’s
premier performance locations in which
over the years a host of famous names have performed
including: The London Symphony Orchestra, the BBC
National Orchestra of Wales and Nigel Kennedy.
There can be no question that this impressive vision and
initiative to refurbish it – whilst preserving its glorious
tradition of times past – can offer something truly exciting
and magical for the benefit of so many.

”

Julian Lloyd Webber, World renowned Cellist and
Principal of Birmingham City Conservatoire

The Mem Hall stage is by no means an
easy place to perform; its semi-circular
shape leaves nowhere to hide, as the
audience watch from all directions.

A particular Mem Hall event that many Marlburians treasure
is the termly Illumination show. It is run by pupils, for pupils,
and highlights hidden talents within the pupil body.
Every act is met with raucous applause and this for me is what
the Mem Hall represents: pupils being able to celebrate and
support each other’s talent, and this is what made performing
in Illumination a highlight of my time at Marlborough.
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Alice Hook
(MM 2010-15)
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Opportunity
The Mem Hall is central to the College both as a continuing memorial
to the 749 who died in the Great War and as a vibrant performing
arts centre.

“

As a parent, a striking aspect of Marlborough is that one rarely
sees a Marlburian walking through College on his own. They are
in pairs, trios or small groups usually in animated conversation.
There is here a visible sense of community, of family.
The original architect of the building, an OM, knew what it
meant to be part of this community.When he designed the
hall, the names of the 749 were carved in stone along the
back wall.This is of itself telling and moving: his design thus

envisaged that young Marlburians would perform to honour
those who had fallen, for they were to be included in the
audience as if they were still amongst it.The hall was never
intended to be a quiet contemplative memorial but a dynamic
one, often full of joy.There is at its core a clear message of
living in the present whist remembering the past.
The moment we have reached today however is that the fabric
of the building is in need of major repair. It probably matters
little that the curtains are threadbare, or the cork flooring worn
away. At the most basic level the building no longer keeps out the
elements: the lower floor is prone to flooding and water seeps into
the boiler room. The roof needs attention. The mechanical and
electrical systems are antiquated. Works to address these failings
are now essential.

The sound and lighting systems are antiquated and inadequate.

The corridors below the hall have suffered badly from flooding.

The cork tiles laid on the ambulatory below the engraved names
of the fallen have now worn away.

The large velvet stage curtains are threadbare.

The restoration of the building is a challenge, but it also provides
the College with an opportunity to preserve everything that is
unique and evocative about Mem Hall whilst bringing to it the
modernity that will see it thriving as an exceptional performing
arts venue for decades to come. The lighting, the acoustics,
the back-of-house facilities will be reviewed with the addition
of state-of-the-art elements to enhance both the quality and
functionality of the space.
With your help, we can embark upon the renewal of Mem
Hall, whilst carefully preserving its essence as a poignant living
memorial in honour of the 749 Marlburians who died in the
Great War.
Tania Freeman
Chairman of the Memorial Hall Design Committee
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Plans
A building of great significance to Marlborough, the
Memorial Hall is capable of major transformation.
By relocating the entrance to the south, space will be
released for dressing rooms, assembly areas and the
infrastructure for theatre equipment. The introduction
of an external lobby between the Memorial Hall and the
Science Block will enhance the audience experience, and
the newly constructed cloakrooms, toilets and storage
space located below the tiered seating will improve the
functionality of the hall.
Most importantly, these changes will also be instrumental
in shaping a larger stage to accommodate drama and
dance, as well as music and speech functions.
In addition to these proposed improvements to the
hall as a centre for the performing arts, the memorial
aspect will continue to have prominence. The names of
the 749 who fell in the war will again be evident with
the removal of the row of chairs along the back wall
of the hall. The memorial plaques at the north entrance
will be repositioned, and will be just as significant and
visible in their new locations.
The intention is to accomplish the much needed
refurbishment while reconfiguring the back-of-house,
stage and entrance sequence. The result will be truly
transformative, and will not only widen the range of
performing arts functions, but do so in a manner that
will be of even greater pride for the school.
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Jack Diamond

Jack Diamond is the founding Principal of Diamond
Schmitt Architects Incorporated. The firm, based in
Toronto, Canada, has a worldwide practice, and is
listed by World Architecture in the top ten globally
in the cultural field.
Jack’s relevant projects include the new Mariinsky
opera house in St Petersburg; the Four Seasons
Centre for the Performing Arts (an opera house in
Toronto); La Maison Symphonique (a concert hall in
Montreal); and the Harmon Centre for the Performing
Arts in Washington, DC. He has also designed a
number of smaller theatres and auditoria, including
ones in schools and colleges.
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Vision for the future

The current plans for the internal redistribution of
space within the envelope of the building resolve many
of the issues presently limiting its use.

The functional improvements envisaged for Mem Hall will
be the foundation of its transformation into a full performing
arts facility.

Just as important as those internal changes, and as part
of the Marlborough College Masterplan, will be the
addition of a new lobby structure. Designed to sit
comfortably in the space between the Memorial Hall
and the Science Block, the dynamic geometry of this
transparent building will provide an invigorating contrast
to the classic architecture of Mem Hall.

At once convenient and spacious, the foyer will not only
accommodate arrivals and departures, but be a pre- and
post-performance gathering place, one in which a bar and
event catering could be provided.
This new lobby for the Memorial Hall offers Marlborough
the opportunity to create a contemporary structure that
will symbolise the renewal of the hall and take it into the
next century.

Through the construction of this free standing glass
encased lobby, the audience experience will be enhanced,
and a heightened sense of occasion created whether for
performances, lectures or school gatherings.
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How you can help
We want all our pupils to have suitable facilities in which to
perform music, drama and dance, to enable them to be the
best they can be. Equally, we want the Mem Hall to serve its
original purpose and be a fitting tribute to those who gave
their lives. We must continue to remember them.

Tax Efficient Giving
If you are a UK tax–payer, giving to Marlborough College with Gift Aid enables us to increase the value of your gift by up
to 25%, at no additional cost to you. To make a Gift Aid donation, you must pay at least as much Income Tax and/or Capital
Gains Tax as the amount of tax reclaimed by the College. This is currently 25 pence for every pound donated. Higher-rate
tax payers who make a donation through Gift Aid may claim extra relief.

This brochure sets out to show you why we feel the
Mem Hall remains so important to the life of the College,
why restoration works must now take place and to share
with you some of the vision we have for its future.

Higher Rate Taxpayer and Gift Aid

The Mem Hall is today in need of an investment in excess
of £5 million. If we are to carry out this programme of
works, we need the support of Old Marlburians, parents
and friends, who care about ensuring the hall honours
Marlborough’s fallen, as well as its role as a performing arts
centre for the 21st century.

Donors paying higher rate tax can claim the difference between the higher rate of tax (40 and/or 45%) and the basic
20% rate of tax on the total gross value of the donation.
Donor

Gift

UK highest rate taxpayer (45%)

£250,000

£62,500

£312,500

£78,125

£171,875

£100,000

£25,000

£125,000

£31,250

£68,750

£50,000

£12,500

£62,500

£12,500

£37,500

£10,000

£2,500

£12,500

£2,500

£7,500

£1,000

£250

£1,250

No additional benefit
to donor

£1,000

£100

£25

£125

No additional benefit
to donor

£100

UK higher rate taxpayer (40%)

UK basic rate taxpayer (20%)

Gift Aid added

Gross value to
College

*Taxpayer reclaim
for themselves

Cost to donor

Those who have supported this project will be invited
to become members of The 749 Society. This will
meet annually to offer a mix of social reunion with an
opportunity to hear a leading speaker on a topic of the
day within the hall.
An Honours board inside the Mem Hall will also show
our thanks in a permanent way to donors who have
helped make the renewal of the Hall possible. Donors
may include other names of their choosing such as
a whole family, or someone specific to be remembered.

How can you help? It could be by way of a single donation
or one spread over several years. Either would be gratefully
received.

A gift from you could make an enormous contribution
to what we see as an essential and inspirational project
for the College.

749 OMs died in WW1 – our hope is that you will see your
way to honouring the memory of at least one of them. We
are suggesting a gift of £6000 to mark each fallen OM. We
would, of course, also be pleased to receive larger donations.

If you would like to explore any aspect of the Appeal
in more detail please contact Development Manager
Jan Perrins either by phone 01672 892439 or email
jperrins@marlboroughcollege.org

*These tax benefits are correct at the time of printing, September 2015. Please be aware tax benefits can change in government budgets.
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Aftermath
Have you forgotten yet?...
For the world’s events have rumbled on since those gagged days,
Like traffic checked while at the crossing of city-ways:
And the haunted gap in your mind has filled with thoughts that flow
Like clouds in the lit heaven of life; and you’re a man reprieved to go,
Taking your peaceful share of Time, with joy to spare.
But the past is just the same – and War’s a bloody game...
Have you forgotten yet?...
Look down, and swear by the slain of the War that you’ll never forget.
Siegfried Sassoon (CO 1902-04)
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